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Sid Cross MBE

Sid Cross came to
mountain rescue from
a vast background of
pioneering
mountaineering
experience.
Sidney Harold Cross was born in

Kendal in 1913. His first forays into

the Lakeland fells began aged

thirteen and, at the age of

fourteen, he made an ascent of

Napes Needle aided by an old

coffin rope and a pair of galoshes.

He was employed in the ‘K’ shoe

factory in Kendal and tried hard to

persuade the management to

develop the manufacture of

climbing boots. It was through his

work that he met Maurice Linnell

who had brought in a pair of boots

for repair. That meeting led to a

number of shared first ascents

prominent amongst whish was

Great Eastern on Scafell.

At the outset of his climbing

career there was a six week

period following Whitsuntide when

he climbed every described route

on Gimmer, Pavey Ark and Scafell.

His attention turned to new routes,

firstly in the Lakes, but then over a

wider field.

He formed a unique and

formidable partnership with his

wife-to-be Alice (better known as

‘Jammy’), and A.T. (Bert)

Hargreaves and his wife Ruth. In

1938 with Bert he produced the

first guide to Dow Crag. The

foursome usually climbed together

and climbed many hard routes in

the Alps and took to ski

mountaineering.

In 1945 the four of them took on

the Burnmoor Inn in Eskdale and

quickly turned it into a thriving

business. Sid and Bert also

established the beginnings of a

rescue service in Eskdale. In 1949

Sid and Jammy moved to the Old

Dungeon Ghyll Hotel and established

one of the foremost climbing

hostelries in the British Isles.

Sadly, in 1952 Bert Hargreaves

was killed whist skiing in the Alps.

Sid operated a rescue service

from the hotel almost from the

beginning. He relied on climbers

as volunteers to form an

impromptu team but seemed to

have an uncanny sense of those

who would be most use. He

remained very supportive of young

aspirant climbers and was free

with advice and encouragement. I

well remember the free hand-out

of dinner leftovers to impecunious

young climbers camping nearby

and seeking the warmth of the fire

in the bar. When accidents

occurred there was never a hint of

criticism.

In 1965 the Langdale MRT was

formally recognised and continued

to be based at the ODG. Sid tried

not to let rescues interfere with

providing for his hotel guests and

was known to reach Pavey Ark in

35 minutes when in his sixties in

order to be back for dinner. On the

odd occasion when things were

delayed, Jim Cameron would

arrive to help out with serving meals.

In 1954, Sid was asked to serve

on the Duke of Edinburgh Award

committee. He was also the first

president of SARDA.

In 1969, the Langdale MRT

merged with the Ambleside FRT to

form the team which exists today.

In 1970, Sid stood down from

active rescue work on the fells but

remained president of Langdale

Ambleside MRT until his death in

1998.

Sid’s influence, born of years of

mountaineering experience, was

instrumental in making mountain

rescue the organisation it has

come to be. He did this whilst

maintaining undiluted support for

adventure in the hills, especially for

youngsters coming into the world

of climbing for the first time.
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